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Miserere

rigid as may be; hence it is not merely a I
scientific axiom that miracles do not happen, j
but it is questioned by many serious minds
whether they ever did happen. Thus Paulus
saw in them but the misunderstanding and
exaggeration of ordinary phenomena. Orth-
odox Christians, however, maintain that there
is no a priori improbability that God should
supplement, or even in a manner reverse,
the workings of natural law by a fresh revel-
ation of His will and character, through mir-
acles. In the Roman Catholic Church, work-
ing of miracles are also ascribed to the saints.
See also CANONIZATION.

Mirage, a delusive appearance due to the
rays of light being successively bent in their
passage through the air. Sometimes inverted
images of distant trees and ships are seen
near the horizon beneath the direct images.
At other times, especially in hot countries,
the ground is lost sight of beyond a certain
distance from where the observer is stand-
ing, and he sees in its place what appears to
be a sheet of water.

Miranda, state of Venezuela, bordering on
the Caribbean Sea, with an area of 3,068 sq.
miles. Coffee, cacao, sugar and beans, bananas
and maize are produced; p. 189.572.

Miranda, Francisco Antonio Gabriel
(c. 1750-1816), Spanish-American soldier and
revolutionist, who spent his life in three suc-
cessive military efforts to free Venezuela and
Colombia from the Spanish yoke at the time
of the American Revolution and later.

Miriam, a sister of Moses and Aaron. She
led the choir of women in their celebration
of the crossing of the Red Sea.

Mirror, a smooth, polished surface, usually
of glass, which is capable of reflecting rays
of light. Mirrors are used chiefly as an aid
to the toilet and for decorative purposes and,
in more recent times, in scientific apparatus
for the purpose of concentrating or scatter-
ing light rays. The Hebrews had mirrors of
brass; and mirrors of bronze and silver were
used by the Egyptians, Romans, and Greeks,
Venice was famous for its glass mirrors in-
troduced into England about 1670, which
were made by backing the glass surface with
an amalgam of tin and mercury. The first
attempt to use silver as a backing was made
about 1835. The present process consists of
applying to the glass a silver nitrate coating
to which ammonia and a solution of tartaric
acid is added, and protecting the whole by a
coating of shellac and red-lead paint. The
parabolic mirror is one which converts a
pencil of rays parallel to its axis into a pencil

through its focus. Such mirrors are used in
searchlights and similar devices. A concave
mirror may be used to bring rays of heat to
a focus. Thus used, a mirror is called a burn-
ing mirror.

Ancient Greek Mirror, with Figures
of Hercules and Athena

Mirzapur, city, United Provinces, India,
capital of Mirzapur district, on the right
bank of the Ganges; southwest of Benares.
It is a well-built city with fine ghats and
temples, and is noted for its carpets and
brassware; p. 55,000.

Misamis, province, Philippines, on the
northern coast of Mindanao, between Diuata
and Balata Points. The territory of the prov-
ince is not continuous, the smaller western
part being separated from the eastern by
Higan Bay. Its total area is 3,521 sq. miles,
Agricultural products include cotton, sugar-
cane, rice, hemp, chocolate, coffee, tobacco,
corn, sweet potatoes, and fruits. Gold, coal,
sulphur, copper, and platinum occur, and
gums, resinous trees, and valuable timber
trees are plentiful; p. 198,943.

Misappropriation, the converting to one's
own use or benefit, or to the use or benefit
of some other than the true owner, of prop-
erty lawfully in one's possession, but en-
trusted to one for particular purposes.

Miscarriage.  See Abortion.

Misdemeanor, an offense against the crim-
inal law of less degree than a felony. Pett>
crimes, disorderly conduct, and violation of
municipal ordinances and health regulations,
are usually classed as misdemeanors.

Miserere, ('have mercy*), the $ist Psalm
(soth in the Vulgate), generally ascribed to